INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE RELIGION

REL 130

SPRING 2012

Instructor:  Holly Jordan, Master of Arts, Religion, University of Georgia

Contact Info:  hajlvt@gmail.com
Course Description:  Comparative study of major world and selected regional religions with emphasis on analysis of belief, ritual, artistic expression, and social organization.  Eastern and Western Religions are considered.  3 Credits.
Textbook:  Introduction to Comparative Religion.  11th Edition.  Hopfe, Woodward: Prentice Hall
Learning Objectives:

Students will:

1.  be able to understand religions within their historical and societal contexts.

2.  be able to demonstrate their ability to synthesize the ideals and tenets of each religion into a larger theoretical framework.

3.  be able to understand the main “problem” humans face in each religion and that religion’s “solution” to said problem.

4.  be able to discuss matters of religion with an attitude of respect and openness towards the material.

5.  show increased aptitude in written projects.

6.  be able to study religions comparatively, understanding how their histories and practices are similar.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

Students, upon completing this course, will be able to:

1.  recognize religions practices and mores when encountered in society.

2.  understand the importance of the role of the participant in practice of religion.

3.  be able to treat practitioners of other religions with respect.

4.  understand how religious studies can be applied to many other classes in the liberal arts.

Course Policies:

Behavior
The study of religions is incredibly personal for many people.  As such, I will always require you to treat myself and your classmates with respect.  Students will never be required to talk about their personal beliefs in this course, as this course is primarily the history of religions and a study of their practices and beliefs from an academic point of view.  That being said, if a student wishes to share anything in their response posts, they will be treated with dignity.
Academic Integrity and Dishonesty
The integrity of the classes offered by any academic institution solidifies the foundation of its mission and cannot be sacrificed to expediency, ignorance, or blatant fraud.  Therefore, I will enforce rigorous standards of academic integrity in all aspects and assignments of this course. This may include:  giving assistance during quizzes or on required work, lack of citations in written writing, not giving attribution to ideas that are not your own, etc.  Should you have any questions about possibly improper research citations or references, or any other activity that may be interpreted as academic dishonesty, please contact me before the assignment is due to discuss the matter.
Attendance
Students are expected to keep up with the course materials and to turn things in when they are due.  Please contact me before an issue would keep you from doing your work on time if at all possible.  Constant communication with me is essential for doing well in this course.  You will never “bug me” by writing me an email.
ADA Statement

In accordance with the American with Disabilities Act, Eastern West Virginia Community & Technical College programs and courses will be accessible to persons with disabilities.  If you are a student with a disability and you are seeking accommodations for this course or your academic program, you will need to contact Robert Eagle, Dean for Academic & Student Services, with the Office of Disability Services at 304-434-8000, extension 223.
Requirements:

Students must complete the readings for the course in the order they appear and on time.  Due dates for readings assignments will be posted at the end of this document and in the calendar tool of the website.  Assignments and quizzes may always be completed early.  Students shall at all times turn in their own work.

All assignments must be turned in Microsoft Word or .rtf (Rich Text) format.  No other formats will be accepted.  All assignments must be written following proper spelling and grammar and free of Internet-speak.  If a student needs help with spelling and grammar, I will be more than happy to assist them.

Students should strive to complete all work on time.  Work that is not handed in on time will lose 10% of their grade on the assignment for every day it is late.  Exceptions can be made to this policy if requests are made prior to the scheduled date and time of an assignment, quiz, or test, or if there is a truly mitigating circumstance.
Grades for this course are on a point system.  At the end of the semester, the student’s grade will be given as a percentage, based on the points earned out of all possible points.  The types of graded work in this course include:

· Discussion Posts – Students will have a discussion post due each week.  Discussion posts will be a reaction to what they have read that week in the text.  They can response from personal experience, in a respectful way, if they feel that appropriate.  Or, they can discuss something that surprised or intrigued them about the reading from that week.  Though less formal than the short and long essays, students must remember that these discussion posts are going to be graded as academic writing, so grammar and spelling will still factor into their grade.  Please, no Internet-speak on these discussion posts.  Discussion posts should be about 200 words long and are worth 10 points each.   There will be 10 discussion posts this semester, for up to 100 points.   Please see the calendar for due-dates for each post.
· Discussion Responses – In addition to posting discussion posts, students will also respond to a minimum of two of their peers’ posts each week.  Responses can be shorter, around 50 words, but still must follow the same requirements for quality as discussion posts.  Students will be graded for their first two responses, which should be about 50-100 words each and will total 10 points.  There will be 10 discussion responses this semester, for up to 100 points.  Please see the calendar for due-dates for responses.

· Quizzes – Each week, students will have a quiz on the reading done that week in class.  They will be 15 multiple-choice questions in length.  Quizzes will open on Monday and must be completed by Thursday or Friday (depending on the week) at midnight each week.  Students will have 30 minutes to complete each quiz once they begin the quiz.  Each quiz is worth 15 points each.  There will be 10 quizzes this semester, for up to 150 points.  Please see the calendar for quiz dates.
· Short Essays – Some weeks, students will have to pick a theme within that week’s reading that interests them and do some “further research.”  This might be news articles, encyclopedia entries, blog posts, etc.  Students will have to show mastery of the portion of the week’s reading that they have chosen as well as documentation of all other info found.  These essays should be reflective in nature, showing the instructor how you have approached the material and what you have learned.  These essays will be turned in as an Assignment on Blackboard.  A sample essay will be posted in the introduction week materials.  Short essays should be 400-500 words each and are worth 20 points each.  There will be 7 short essays this semester for up to 140 points.  Please see the calendar for due-dates for each essay.
· Longer Essays – Longer essays will follow each unit of religions (India, China/Japan, Middle East) and will be on a common theme throughout the religions.  A list of themes will be available for each essay.  Longer Essays will be 800-1000 words each and are worth 50 points each.  There will be three longer essays this semester for up to 150 points.  The essay over Middle Eastern religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam) will serve as the final for this course.  Please see the calendar for due-dates for each essay.
Students final grades will be a percentage of points earned out of points available:   _____/640 points.  Students in this course will be graded on the following scale:  A: 100-90; B: 89-80; C: 79-70; D: 69-60; F: 59-0
NOTICE:  There may be minor changes to the syllabus at the discretion of the instructor, and notification of these changes will be made to students in a timely manner.
Course Outline

All assignments posts and discussion posts will be made available to students from the beginning of the course and are due by midnight of the date assigned.  Students may complete them at any time before they are due.  Quizzes will be made available Monday the week they are due; however, quizzes are timed from the moment of entry, so please set aside enough time to complete these before midnight on the date assigned.

Week One (May 21-25) – Introduction to Online Courses
· Monday:  Syllabus and Online Materials, located on Blackboard.  Complete Introduction Module.
· Tuesday:  Discussion 1 due by midnight in Forums.
· Wednesday:  Response 1 due by midnight in Forums.
· Thursday:  Short Essay 1 (Why I am Studying Religion) due by midnight in Assignments.
· Friday:  Quiz 1 over Introduction Module due by midnight (can be done at any this week).
Week Two (May 28-June 1) – Introduction to Studying Religion

· Monday:  No Class – Memorial Day
· Tuesday:  Hopfe/Woodard, Introduction and Overview; Discussion 2 due by midnight in Forums.
· Wednesday:  Response 2 due by midnight in Forums.
· Thursday:  Short Essay 2 due by midnight in Assignments.
· Friday:  Quiz 2 over Introduction and Overview due by midnight (can be done at any time this week).
Week Three (June 4-8) – Hinduism
· Monday:  Hopfe/Woodard, Chapter 4

· Tuesday:  Discussion 3 due by midnight in Forums.
· Wednesday:  Response 3 due by midnight in Forums.
· Thursday:  Short Essay 3 due by midnight in Assignments.
· Friday:  Quiz 3 over Chapter 4 due by midnight (can be done at any time this week).
Week Four (June 11-15) – Buddhism
· Monday:  Hopfe/Woodard, Chapter 6

· Tuesday:  Discussion 4 due by midnight in Forums.
· Wednesday:  Response 4 due by midnight in Forums.
· Thursday:  Quiz 4 over Chapter 6 due by midnight (can be done at any time this week).
· Friday:  Longer Essay 1 over Hinduism and Buddhism due by midnight in Assignments.
Week Five (June 18-22) – Basic Chinese Religious Concepts and Taoism
· Monday:  Hopfe/Woodard, Chapter 8 (pp. 179-192; 204-207 [Tao Te Ching])

· Tuesday:  Discussion 5 due by midnight in Forums.
· Wednesday:  Response 5 due by midnight in Forums.
· Thursday:  Short Essay 4 due by midnight in Assignments.
· Friday:  Quiz 5 over Chapter 8, pp. 179-192; 204-207 due by midnight (can be done at any time this week).
Week Six (June 25-29) – Confucianism, Chinese Holidays, Religion in China Today
· Monday:  Hopfe/Woodard, Chapter 8 (pp. 192-203; 207-212)

· Tuesday:  Discussion 6 due by midnight in Forums.
· Wednesday:  Response 6 due by midnight in Forums.
· Thursday:  Short Essay 5 due by midnight in Assignments.
· Friday:  Quiz 6 over Chapter 8, pp. 192-203; 207-212 due by midnight (can be done at any time this week).
Week Seven (July 2-6) – Shinto
· Monday:  Hopfe/Woodard, Chapter 9

· Tuesday:  Discussion 7 due by midnight in Forums.
· Wednesday:  No Class – Independence Day
· Thursday:  Response 7 due by midnight in Forums; Quiz 7 over Chapter 9 due by midnight (can be done at any time this week).
· Friday:  Longer Essay 2 over Religions of China and Japan due by midnight in Assignments.
Week Eight (July 9-13) Judaism
· Monday:  Hopfe/Woodard, Chapter 11

· Tuesday:  Discussion 8 due by midnight in Forums.
· Wednesday:  Response 8 due by midnight in Forums.
· Thursday:  Short Essay 6 due by midnight in Assignments.
· Friday:  Quiz 8 over Chapter 11 due by midnight (can be done at any time this week).
Week Nine (July 16-20) – Christianity
· Monday:  Hopfe/Woodard, Chapter 12

· Tuesday:  Discussion 9 due by midnight in Forums.
· Wednesday:  Response 9 due by midnight in Forums.
· Thursday:  Short Essay 7 due by midnight in Assignments.
· Friday:  Quiz 9 over Chapter 12 (can be done at any time this week).
Week Ten (July 23-27) – Islam 

· Monday:  Hopfe/Woodard, Chapter 13

· Tuesday:  Discussion 10 due by midnight in Forums.
· Wednesday:  Response 10 due by midnight in Forums.
· Thursday:  Quiz 10 over Chapter 13 due by midnight (can be done at any time this week).
· Friday:  Longer Essay 3 over Judaism, Christianity, and Islam due by midnight in Assignments.
